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this venture we find " Mr. Voltaire, historiographer
of France/' and M. Roubilliac, the great statuary,
besides such English celebrities as Gray, Collins,
Richardson, Savage, Charles Avison, Garrick, and
Mason. The kind reception of this work awakened
in the poet an inordinate vanity, which found ex-
pression, in 1753, in that extraordinary effusion,
The Hilliad, an attempt to preserve Dr. John Hill
in such amber as Pope held at the command of his
satiric passion. But these efforts, and an annual
Seatonian, were ill adapted to support a poet who
had recently appended a wife and family to a pheno-
menal appetite for strong waters, and who, moreover,
had just been deprived of his stipend as a fellow.
Smart descended into Grub Street, and bound him-
self over, hand and foot, to be the serf of such men
as the publisher Newbery, who was none the milder
master for being his relative. It was not long after,
doubtless, that Smart fell lower still, and let himself
out on a lease for ninety-nine years, to toil for a set
pittance in the garrets of Gardner's shop; and it
was about this time, 1754, that the Rev. T. Tyers was
introduced to Smart by a friend who had more
sympathy with his frailties than Gray had, namely,
Dr. Samuel Johnson.

After a world of vicissitudes, which are very uncom-
fortable reading, about 1761 Smart became violently
insane once more and was shut up again in Bedlam.
Dr. Johnson, commenting on this period of the poet's
life, told Dr. Burney that Smart grew fat when he
was in the madhouse, where he dug in the garden,
and Johnson added : " I did not think he ought to be
shut up. His infirmities were not noxious to society.